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. ^ : CLAIMS ' \ ' ■ ^ 

•; rdaim: . : > : ■ , \' . ; y ■ •^ ; .*. ■.- ' = ■ ' . / * 

: 1;^ . , A method comprising synchronizing interrupts of a processor with signals . 
from a wireless link synchronizadon unit 

2/^^^ as in claim 1, comprising synchronizing inteiriipts of said 

V. processor, with signals from a slot tinier. .. . 

• 3/^ 1, comprising schediiling iriteim^ of said processor 

4. Tile method as in claim 1^ comprising dividing a finictioh ihto at lie^ or 

- more segments wherein a segment may be processed to completion By said processor 
: > ; < within the tinaeavfilablem ; ; : ^ . ^ . ' . ; ; : 

- 5.^^^ - in claim 4, comprising dividnig a tacl^^ into two 
■.- 'or more segments.- ■ 

6. . A method conlpirising prohibiting ruterrupts of a prdc6ssbir during a.slot ofhbr . 
than interrupts by a command scheduleid for jprdbbssing during said slot. 

. : 7, : The niefhod as in claim 6, coniprisihg scheduling, prior to the start of said slot 
said'command to be processed by said processor during sai^^ :. 

.: 8. The method as in claim 7, wherein SEud scheduling comprises selecting a : 
: backgrdxmd command to be piocessedi by said processor during said slot 

9. The method as in claim 8, wherein scheduling said background coromand 
. cornprises selecting a load estimation coDimand, 



■^tp. ' 8, wherek said selecting said backgromid comMm^ 

\, of said background cdmmmd to be prbc^^sse^^ dimrig 



/ V -'Iv vi i ..'^ V.' Thfe :ni6&)ibd as .in' pl'aiifi 6, 
? \ V ^ ■ jv.l^ s^id^pf a pre-dfeterinined priority amonjg coiaanaiids waitmg 



'^^^ in ciaim 6 - cbmiinsing liiadk^ 

'pirac^sing-afufta^ 

■^i3: r ■ diS: in : claim 6,^ comprising storing iii a. data storage unit an. 

^^indic^itibii.of coin^^ be ptocessed.by said pirocessor. . 

:14. ; ; :jni^J^eth6d ^ comprising storing . in ja second data storage unit ah 



•1:5. H TOe in ' cliaifh , 14, bomprising cOnctp^ing a yahie stored in a 

V designated jpbsift unit with a . viaLhie . stored a desigiiated 
position b^^^ 

16. -^^A mis^ a backgroimd function into segments, wherein 

each segnient is cap^^ of beiiijg processed by a processor; to completion within a 

;tiine^p£:iribdbf.^^ ^- "V ■ ■ ■ I:— - 

V 17, r ' ; ibe mbtfaod as in claini 16, comi)rising: 

; ^ . :processiing a^eginmtbf said background commarid during a slot; and 
? ^ of ai procesisar by a command other than ^d 

^^V^^^^^^^^^ ^ OTrbroairicl during a subsequent slot.and prior to the 

^^cbnij^letibn . bf processing of a predeteriniiied. liunibfer Of said 
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■18. : ;lTib m^ik^ claim .17, wha-ein said, pennittmg an .mterriqpt of said 

vcdittiriim command comprises vevaluating a priority of 

^aid command, compai'ed to i priority of said backgroittid comniaiid. 

: i^9.>; V. . A -metiibd comprising delaying during k slot an intarrtiption of a.processdr. 

20.:: The mettiod .as in claim 19, cdmprising scliedulingi ptioT to the start of said . 
slbt, a Gdmmi^drtb be pfocessed by said pirocessbr during said slot 

/21. :-TOe dbmprises/delayiiig an 

^al 



'22. - . dividing k background command into 

v isegmehfe, ssdd:;s^ 6ai}ELbie of being .processed to completion witiiin .the time 

^iiBrt^iilableiii.k^s^ ^■■:.-];:r 'C:['^ '-'.'i^ ' 

23:/". f-^^i^ :i 'da£ta. storage unit Kaving stored dierebn instructions 

[ fhkt: at /E^irbciB^isori re^ in s^aicM of a processor 

■24. S ^^1^ wherein said instriicticms. further result in 

: sjn^ interrupts to, the timing signals of a slot timer. . 

■25 23^ wherein said instiuctions further ^ re^ in 

scHeduiing^^ M^ advance of slot signals issued by said 
wireless link syhchrd^^ 



V ; ;;.idipbk.ante^^ . 

• y-a ktate rnachine to s^aichrdiaize interrupts of a prbcesso:ir with timing 
, Mgnals from a wireless . .• 

27. 1^ device as in claim 26, Wherein, said wireless link 
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28. - The coimnumcalidn device as in claim 26, comprising a register to .store an . 
mdiGation of a backgroimd fiinptioii waiting to be processed; 

29. :- . An apparatus comprisiiig: . 
' ■ ■ - . y a host; and • 

a controller, 

: ^ > -said confr^^ to prohibit interrupts of a processor during a slot other 
lhan by a coiiiinanid sch^iiled for pioce^iiig during said slot 

30, The apparatus as in claml .29, wherdin said cbntrbUer is to schedule, prior to 
the stert df said slot, said commiatid to be processed by said processor during said slot 

31, The appamtiis as in claim 29, wherein said controller is tb select a background 
command to be processed by said procei^sor during said slot . 

;32; ; - A system comprising 

■ a network interfece card; an^ 

;■ /a; controller; . 

said controller to divide a backg^'durid cbihmand irito segments^ each of 
said segmeiits , capable of being processed to completion by a 
. : . : processor within ihe time period of as 

33; "The system as in claim 32, comprising: 

: a processor to process to completion a segtnent df said background 

- . . ::. TO 

said controller capable of pennittihg an interrupt of said processor by a 
command other thiah said background command during a subsequent 
: slot and prior to the cdmpletion of processing of all of said segments 
: . of said background command. 



34. The system as m claun 33, said controller to evaluate a priority of said 
command other than said background command compared to a priority of said 
background command. 



35. \ A device comprising a controller to delay an inteirupt of a processor during a 

sibt.;.v:-. "v.;.;^ . • . . ■ * , ■ • ' \ .'-^ . ■ ' • 

; ; 36. / . TCe^^^ 

... ■ : s^^ . 

37. The device as in claim 35, said controller to divide a background command 
mtb segments, said segments capable of being processed to cbmpletion by said 
processor within the time available m said slot. 
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